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1. Opening 

 

TH opened the meeting and welcomed all participants 

 

 

2. Approval of agenda 

 

The agenda for the meeting was approved without amendments. 

 

 

3. Suspensions of the Member Federations of Russia and Belarus and implications  

for athletes holding Russian and Belarusian citizenship 

 

Council continued its discussions in the previous Council meeting regarding the suspensions of 

the Member Federations of Russia and Belarus and implications for athletes holding Russian and 

Belarusian citizenship. The Secretary General had prepared a basis for further discussions, 

including assessments of the standing of the Member Federations in relation to its obligations 

under the IOF Statutes, recent recommendations received from the International Olympic 



Committee (IOC), the status of anti-doping work in Belarus and alternatives for Council to 

consider based on a summary of discussions in the previous Council meeting.    

 

No proposal was made to vary the suspension of the Member Federation in Russia, as the 

Russian Orienteering Federation remains in breach of its obligations under the IOF Statutes due 

to its activities in the occupied territories of Ukraine. 

 

Regarding Belarus, Council noted the new recommendations from the IOC recommending that 

international federations lift all restrictions on Belarusian participation. Council agreed that the 

circumstances surrounding Belarus differ from those concerning Russia. While the Russian 

Orienteering Federation remains in breach of obligations under the IOF Statutes due to its 

activities in occupied Ukrainian territories, the Belarus Orienteering Federation has not violated 

its obligations under the IOF Statutes in the same manner. Council agreed that the current 

situation of Belarus should therefore be considered separately from that of Russia.  

 

Council also considered the information regarding anti-doping work in Belarus. Available 

information from WADA confirmed that Belarus remains compliant with the World Anti-Doping 

Code framework and that the Belarusian anti-doping system continues to operate within the 

requirements of the Code. 

 

Council decided, voting FOR: 8, AGAINST: 0, ABSTAIN: 2, to recommend lifting the suspension of 

the Member Federation in Belarus and remove the restrictions on Belarusian participation in IOF 

activities and events. Furthermore, Council agreed that the recommendation should be subject 

to consultation with the Member Federations and the IOF Athletes' Commission prior to making 

a final decision in the next IOF Council meeting on 11 September 2026.  

 

Council agreed that the consultation proposal should clarify that participation may still be 

restricted where national legislation or governmental regulations require it, detail how a 

potential lifting of the suspension would restore full membership rights and include a proposal 

for implementation date on 1 November 2026 and an appropriate consultation timeline. 

 

4. Closure of the meeting 

 

TH thanked all participants for their contributions and closed the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
Tom Hollowell     Sondre Gullord 
IOF President    IOF Secretary General  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


